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Cabernet franc is an important cultivar from the Bordeaux area in France where it is mostly blended with Cabernet Sauvignon. The total plantings of Cabernet franc in South Africa is 314.5 ha (1.079 million vines). 

Production is approximately 3-5 kg/vine and cane mass is 3-4 kg/vine. Cabernet franc ripens late mid season (6-19 March) and the average bunch weight is 230 grams.

Plant material are available from 7 clones (11 subclones) from which 9 clones are free from known harmful viruses. The clones could be divided into two groups according to production potential:

Imported clones:

CF 212
Origin:


France



Production:

Above average production

Wine:
Wine balanced and fruity

CF 213
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production and vigor

Wine:
Wine typical of cultivar

CF 214
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production, smaller berries

Wine:
Excellent wine quality, nice tannin structure, suitable for maturation
CF 312 and
Origin:


France

CF 621
Production:

Average production and growth

Wine:
Wine typical of cultivar

CF 623
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production and growth

Wine:
Excellent wine, good colour

Local selection:

CF 1

Origin:


NIWW



Production:

Above average production

Wine:
Excellent wine, very constant
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CF    1 8.1 24.1 21.7 1.9 1.9 264AA   26 A     GVC 

CF    2      3.9 22.9 9.5 3.2 2.1 207AA   26 A     GVC 

CF    3      3.5 22.5 8.7 4.2 2.2 220AA   26 A     GVC 

CF    4      5.4 22.4 13.5 2.7 2.4 274AA   26 A     GVC 

CF    5      5.2 22.3 13 3.4 2.3 245AA   26 A     GVC 

CF    8      4.2 23.1 10.3 3.9 2.2 257AA   26 A     GVC 

CF   13 5.5 23 14.3 3 2.2 253AA   26 A     GVC 

CF  312      5.5 22.9 14 1 1.8 219AA   26 A     GVC 


*Production was measured at Grondves, Stellenbosch on a four wire vertical trellis with supplementary irrigation. Plant density is 2222 vines/ha.
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