[image: image1]MERLOT

Merlot is the most widely planted red wine cultivar in the Bordeaux area of France. There are 2 134 ha (7.04 million vines) planted in South Africa. 

Production is approximately 6-8 kg/vine and cane mass is 0.8-1.2 kg/vine. Merlot ripens early mid season (21-29 February) and the average bunch weight is 256 grams.

Plant material are available from 12 clones (13 subclones) from which 8 clones are free from known harmful viruses. Merlot clones are very uniform regarding production. Clones are divided according to country of origin.

Clones from Italy:

MO 3

Origin:


Italy



Production:

Average production

Wine:


Grassy/berry character

MO 9

Origin:

 
Italy



Production:

Average production



Wine:


Berry character, good color

MO 12

Origin:


Italy



Production:

Average production, big bunches



Wine:


Grassy/berry character

MO 192
Origin:


Italy

Production:

Average production



Wine:


Grassy/berry character 

Clones from Switzerland:

MO 36

Origin:


Switzerland



Production:

Average production and strong vigor



Wine:


Berry character, typical flavor

Clones from France:

MO 314
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production, less vigor



Wine:


Berry character, good wine

MO 343
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production, smaller berries



Wine:


Berry character, very good wine

MO 346
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production, vigorous



Wine:


Wine typical of cultivar, berry character

MO 348
Origin:


France



Production:

Average production, big bunches


Wine:


High anthocyanin and polyphenol content

MO 519
Origin:


France



Production:

Above average production


Wine:


Wine typical of cultivar
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Production was measured at Grondves, Stellenbosch on a four wire vertical trellis with supplementary irrigation. Plant density is 2222 vines/ha.
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